
 

 

The Radiant Root 
- Conversation Starters -  

Listen to the episode: https://jonincharacter.com/the-radiant-root/      

The questions on the next page are designed to encourage deep thinking, reflection 
and open-ended discussions about “The Radiant Root” themes. 
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Problem-Solving and Creativity: 
• What different ideas did Redge and Zinnia try to unearth the Radiant Root? Which idea 

seemed the most creative to you? 
• If you were part of the story, what magical idea or tool would you try to get the Radiant 

Root out of the ground? 
• Why do you think Zinnia’s first spells didn’t work? How did she adapt her approach? 

Collaboration and Teamwork: 
• Why do you think Redge suggested asking for help from all their friends? What 

difference did gathering the entire community make? 
• How did the teamwork of Redge, Zinnia and all their Folktale Forest friends help bring the 

plan to life? 
• Think of a time when you had to work with others to solve a big problem. How did 

everyone’s unique abilities make a difference? 

Understanding the Wonder of Imagination: 
• What is your idea of a “feast of the imagination”? What would your favorite meal at this 

feast be? 
• If you could create a magical plant with special abilities, what would it do, and who would 

you share it with? 

Curiosity and Exploration: 
• Redge was excited to learn something new from Zinnia about the Radiant Root. Why is 

curiosity important when learning new things? 
• Zinnia mentioned that the leaves of quaking aspen trees shake and rattle. Have you ever 

seen or heard anything in nature that felt magical or mysterious to you? 
• What do you think Zinnia’s “Field Notes from the Folktale Forest” might look like? What 

would you add to your own book of field notes? 

Resilience and Perseverance: 
• Redge and Zinnia didn’t give up, even after their first efforts didn’t work. What does this 

teach us about perseverance? 
• Can you think of a time when you didn’t succeed on your first try? How did you keep 

going, and what helped you succeed in the end? 

 2



Applying the Lessons to Real Life: 
• Redge and his friends used their strengths to help each other. What are some of your own 

strengths that you could use to help friends or family? 
• In this episode, many different forest creatures and characters joined in for the feast. How 

can we celebrate and learn about each other’s unique backgrounds or traditions in real 
life? 

• Redge and Zinnia shared apple cider together as part of their adventure. What are some 
ways that you like to make an activity special with a friend or family member? 

Character Reflection: 
• What do you think makes Redge such a good friend to Zinnia and the other forest 

creatures? 
• Zinnia tried many different things using her own skills before asking for help. Do you think 

asking for help was a sign of strength or weakness? Why? 
• Why do you think the Radiant Root was so special to the creatures in the Folktale Forest?
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